
Most planters have either one or more drainage holes to allow water to drain easily rather than build up at the 
bottom of the planter. This is a sensible standard specification for planters since excess water at the bottom of 
a planter can cause the roots of the vegetation in the planter to rot. Nevertheless, particularly in public spaces, 
there are circumstances when you may not want water to drain from a planter too readily. The most obvious 
of these circumstances is when you don’t want the growing medium in a planter to dry out in the summer 
months due to inadequate watering.  However, when deciding on drainage options for planters, consideration 
should also be given to the fact that constant or uncontrolled planter drainage can create slippery areas in 
walkways close to the planter, drainage water containing mulch tannins can stain areas around the planter and 
a continuous flow of drainage water can promote the growth of unwanted moss or weeds. 

Satu Bumi’s “Drainage Riser” can provide an answer to this problem by effectively raising the level of the 
drainage holes so that a controlled amount of water is retained at the bottom of a planter after watering and 
any excess water is drained normally.

The ‘Drainage Riser’
Drainage Risers are made of PVC and will not rust or degrade during the 
life of the planter. Therefore, after installation of a planter with a Drainage 
Riser and the addition of the planter soil or alternative growing medium 
there should be no need for maintenance of the riser.

Satu Bumi’s Drainage Risers come in three standard heights of 50 mm, 
75 mm or 100 mm. However, a different height can be selected at the 
time of order by specifying the length of the neck of the riser. Therefore, 
this should be taken into consideration by the Landscape Architect with 
respect to the size of the planter and the vegetation that is going to be 
added to it after installation.

Positioning of the ‘Drainage Riser’
The following schematic shows how the Drainage 
Riser is positioned at the bottom of a planter.

Installation of the ‘Drainage Riser’
1. The Drainage Riser should be inserted into the 

normal drainage hole at the bottom of the planter. 
This would typically be done at the factory.

2. The bottom of the Drainage Riser must be 
secured to the bottom of the planter with the use 
of a water proof silicon sealer.

3. To avoid damage to the Drainage Riser, soil or 
alternative growing medium should be added 
carefully until the Drainage Riser is completely 
covered.
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